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ban politician and revolutionist, became pres-
ident of the republic in January, 1934, suc-
ceeding the forty-hour administration of
Carlos Hevia, one of several chief executives
who tried to stabilize the country after the
overthrow of President Machado. Mendieta
strengthened the .lational authority, and Cuba
had a respite from the long period of disorder.

Mendocino, Cape, the extreme western
point of California. It has a lighthouse with
a light of the first order, 422 ft. above mean
high water.

Mendoza, city, Argentine Republic, capital
of the prov. of Mendoza; beautifully situated
at an altitude 1,500 ft. above the plains. The
chief industries are wine making and the
bottling of mineral water; p. 58,790.

Menelaus, in ancient Greek legend, the
successful suitor for the peerless Helen. He
was king of Sparta, and there entertained the
Trojan'prince P,aris, who during his absence
persuaded Helen to leave her husband and ac-
company him to Troy. Hence arose the Tro-
jan War.

Menelik II., (1844-1913), emperor of
Abyssinia, claimed direct descent from King
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. Menelik
n. was one of the most remarkable men of
his race; a wise and just ruler, who did much
to improve his country, encourage commerce
and agriculture and to establish friendly re-
lations with foreign powers.

Menendez y Pelayo, Marcelino (1856-
1912), Spanish critic and bibliographer.
Menendez y Pelayo was probably the greatest
Spanish critic of the century. His principal
works include Los Heterodoxos ' Espanoles
(1880); La Cienda Espanola (controversial
essays, 1887-89); Antologia de los Poetas
Castellanos (1890) ; Estudios de Critica Lit-
eraria (1887-95) 5 Origines de la Novela
(1905-10).

Menes, reputed to be the first historical
ruler of all Egypt about 4500 or 4000 B.C.

Mengelberg, Willem (1871- ), Dutch
musical conductor, has been guest conductor
in Italy, Russia and the United States; and
since 1929 conductor in Amsterdam.

Menhaden, Mossbunker or Pogy, an
American fish closely related to the herring
and shad, common on the Atlantic coasts of
the United States. It is about 12 to 15 inches
long, greenish brown and iridescent in color.

Menhir, in archaeology, the name given in
Brittany to the rude, unhewn upright 'stones
found there, as well as in the British Isles,
and in many other parts of the world.

Menin (Flem. Meenen), town, Belgium. It

has manufactures of cotton and linen tissues,
gutta percha goods, and soap, and bleaching,
brewing, and tanning works. Flax and to-
bacco are cultivated.
Meningitis, an inflammation of the mem-
brances of the brain and spinal cord, due to
a variety of causes. Blows, injuries to the
skull, and specific infections are ordinary
means of exciting meningeal inflammation,
which may either be distinctly localized or
widespread. Extensive and severe meningitis
may also follow sunstroke, and the disease
occasionally breaks out in an epidemic form
known as epidemic ccrebro-spinal meningitis.
The symptoms depend on the situation and
extent of the inflammatory process. The diag-
nosis is often extremely difficult, and in all
cases the prognosis is grave. Ice to the head
or spine and counter-irritation are some-
times useful. Absolute rest and maintenance
of the patient's strength are essential, while
any condition, such as aural disease, which
has been the source of the affection, must be
treated in the most energetic manner.
Mennonites, a Christian sect organized
in 1525, at Zurich in Switzerland and known
by the name of Swiss Brethren. Thi. move-
ment sprang from a feeling that the then ex-
isting union of church and state and the re-
sultant religious tyranny were unscriptural.
The name by which this sect is known today
is taken from Menno Simons (1496-1561)
who had been a Catholic priest in Friesland.
The Mennonite doctrine of baptism, which
they administer (usually by pouring) only on
confession of faith, and their principle of
non-resistance are distinctive. The Sacrament
of the Lord's Supper is generally celebrated
semi-annually. It is in a number of branches
preceded or followed by the ordinance of foot
washing. The Mennonites refuse to take
oaths, and some branches, except in connec-
tion with school management, object to filling
state or civic offices.
The first permanent Mennonite settlement
in America was made in Pennsylvania in
1683; the first church was built in German-
town. The total of Mennonites in the United
States being from 85,000 to 90,000. About
17,000 are in Canada. Consult Menno's Com-
plete Works; Heatwole's Mennonite Hand-
book of Information (1925).
Menno Simons (1492-1559), religious
leader, from whom the Mennonites derive
their name, was born in Witmarsum, Fries-
land. He severed his connection \vith the
Roman Catholic Church, was rebaptized.
affiliated himself with the more conservative